
From: Nicole Pugh <8E1@anc.dc.gov>
Subject: Reminder: Ward 8 Young Dems Endorsement Forum for Ward 8 Member of the State Board of Education Rescheduled

Date: April 17, 2011 11:08:08 AM EDT

Dear Ward 8 Community,

It is with heartbreaking regret that I will not be able to participate in the Ward 8 Young Democrats' endorsement 
forum due to a longstanding commitment that I must fulfill.   Tonight I am campaigning with Vincent Orange for 6 
hours in the Lesbian and Gay clubs and I have to connect in advance with 20 venues to make that happen.  Mr. 
Orange is the endorsed candidate of the Ward Eight Democrats and I must help him.   I promised months ago to 
do this for him and I have to deliver.  My organizing the LGBTclub tour is essential for his outreach to a 
constituency that historically has not been supportive of him.

I was at Thurgood Marshall Academy last Saturday and was prepared to participate fully in the Ward 8 Young 
Dems forum that was canceled.  I informed Darrell Gaston, its president, in advance of my inability to participate 
today.  He was gracious to permit me a surrogate but I have not been successful in finding one.  As a person who 
has coordinated many Ward 8 forums over the years, I really looked forward to participating in order to share my 
ideas and proposals.  The forum is a proudly nascent moment for the Ward 8 Young Dems and I congratulate the 
organization.  

My record of involvement, advocacy and support for the empowerment of young people in political, governmental 
and community affairs is clear, long-standing and consistent:

I served as the National Committeeman and the President of the DC Young Democrats, 1976-1979
When the Ward Eight Democrats (WED) was established in 1983, I chaired its first Constitution and By 
Laws Committee and wrote the section that mandates that as soon as a Ward 8 Young Dems chapter is 
established the top male and female officers would automatically become members of the WED Executive 
Committee.  The WED is the only DC Democratic Party ward organization that has that type of provision in 
its By laws.
I served 8 times on the DC Democratic State Committee (DCDSC) during a 30-year period and was the 
chief architect of of the structural changes and reforms that led to greater youth empowerment (i.e. I 
introduced and lobbied for the resolution that seats the DC Young Democrats (DCYD) National 
Committeeman and Committeewoman on the DCDSC and seats the DCYD President on the DCDSC 
Executive Committee).
During the 5 times that I was WED President, I did assertive outreach to Ward 8 youths and made several 
appointments of them to chair standing committees.
My efforts led to the WED offering Ward 8 high school students opportunities to receive community-service-
hour credits in order to graduate (i.e. I chaired the 2009 WED convention and had 20 Anacostia HS 
students as volunteers).
I laid the groundwork to establish Young Democrats Clubs in Anacostia SHS, Ballou SHS, and Thurgood 
Marshall Academy and when I met with their principals I made it clear that my intention is not to establish 
clubs for young partisan foot soldiers for the Democratic Party but to afford the students the extra-curricular 
opportunities to learn about the fundamentals of parliamentary procedure, fundraising, public speaking,etc.  
The reason that the clubs have not been  established is due to lethargy of the Ward Eight Democrats.
I have encouraged and supported Ward 8 youths in their quests for appointments and positions (i.e. I 
supported financially and otherwise Nate Bennett Fleming, Trayon White, Darrell Gaston and other Ward 8 
young activists and leaders in their campaigns for public and Democratic Party positions).
As the current President of the Congress Heights Community Association, I have been making opportunities 
for Ballou SHS students to receive community service credits.
As the Executive Director of the Anacostia Coordinating Council (ACC) and the past 6-year Treasurer of the 
Ballou SHS PTSA, for 3 years I served as the fiduciary agent for its nationally renowned marching band so 
that it could receive tax-deductible contributions for its trips and other activities
Over the years, as the ACC Executive Director, I have worked with the Anacostia Economic Development 
Corporation and the Korean American Grocers Association to deliver scores of college scholarships to Ward 



8 students.
I have involved Ward 8 youths in the annual ACC boat ride.
For three decades I have organized fundraisers to support Ward 8 youth activities (i.e. helping the athletic 
teams at the former Police Boys and Girls Club #13 raise money for out-of-town trips, support for youths 
with HIV/AIDS, Children of Mine Center, etc).
I have been a willing and anxious volunteer to read to the very young and have been successful in providing 
books to many Ward 8 children.

I truly wish that I could be at the forum to share my record on behalf of Ward 8 youth, but I also wanted to 
respond publicly to  the accusations and allegations being made about me by some candidates and their 
supporters.  Recently two reporters contacted me to get my reaction to some Ward 8 persons claiming that I am a 
quitter.  This characterization of my community involvement was given as a reason that the Washington City 
Paper did not endorse me for Shadow Senator in 2008.  I responded to that charge in great detail and Mike 
DeBonis, the former Loose Lips columnist, apologized to me in print in 2008 and publicly at Matthews Memorial 
Baptist Church in 2010.  Now, for the sheer purpose of wining an election there are several Ward 8 residents who 
have exhumed that canard and are deliberately maligning my reputation with malevolent distortions, half-truths 
and malicious mendacity.  First of all, there have been only a few community positions from which I have resigned 
or, as my nescient detractors simplistically label, "quit."  Secondly, circulating that I am a "quitter" without 
explaining the reasons that I resigned is deeply unfair and intellectually dishonest.  However, I realize that politics 
can sometimes bring out the worse in some people.  In my opinion, the efforts to smear my reputation say more 
about the politics and character of my accusers than they do about my foibles and flaws.  I invite anyone who 
would like to know the reasons that I resigned from the few positions that I did to contact me.  My phone numbers 
are 562-2726 (home), 889-4900 (office) and 340-0788 (cell).  I have nothing to hide and have no problem or 
hesitancy responding to the unconscionable and reprehensible lengths that some folks will go to obtain votes.  
Please feel free to call me anytime and I sincerely mean that.

Yours for community progress,

Philip Pannell

----- Original Message -----
From: "Ward Eight Young Democrats" <wardeightyoungdems@gmail.com>
To: Undisclosed 
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 12:26:14 PM
Subject: Reminder: Ward 8 Young Dems Endorsement Forum for Ward 8 Member of the State Board of 
Education Rescheduled

REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER  REMINDER   REMINDER REMINDER

Dear Member of the Ward 8 Community

The Ward Eight Young Democrats presents “Real Talk... Education that Students & Families Deserve Education” 
Town Hall Candidate Forum. The candidate forum will take place THIS SATURDAY April 16th, 2011 from 
2:00pm to 4:00pm at Thurgood Marshall Academy Public Charter High School, 2427 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave, 
SE.

All eligible members of the Ward Eight Young Democrats who are between the ages of 18-35 years old who 
reside in Ward Eight and is a registered democrat can cast an endorsement vote. Membership is free of cost and 
applications are available via email. We will be doing on the spot Registration for membership for the Ward Eight 
Young Democrats. But make it clear that in order to vote in the endorsement for your candidate, your must be 
already registered with the DC Board of Election and Ethics.

mailto:wardeightyoungdems@gmail.com


Rules of the Day. All Ward Eight School Board Candidates given clearance to appear on the April 26th, 2011 
Special Election Ballot can participate. Candidates will be given 3 minutes for both opening statements and 
closing statements. Questions will be asked by both the moderator and the audience. Members wishing to cast a 
vote must be both a registered democratic voter in Ward 8 and a member of the Ward Eight Young Democrats. 
The School Board Candidate who receives the most votes will win the endorsement. 

For more information about the Ward Eight Young Democrats or information on the Education Town Hall 
Meeting, you can visit us on Facebook @ Ward Eight Young Democrats or by calling Darrell Gaston, President of 
the Ward Eight Young Democrats @ 202 656 4043 or email at wardeightyoungdems@gmail.com.

Sincerely,
The Ward Eight Young Democrats
Education Town Hall Committee

Nicole Pugh
ANC8E01 Commissioner
Ph:202-290-5489
Blog:www.ANC8E01.wordpress.com
Twitter: @ComishANC8E01
Preventing terrorism is everybodyʼs business.
If you SEE something, SAY something.
Call the Metropolitan Police Department at (202) 727-9099 or email at SAR@DC.GOV to report suspicious activity or behavior that has already occurred.
Call 911 to report in-progress threats or emergencies.
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