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BARRY SEEKS MONEY FOR THOSE WHO NEED IT THE MOST
 
(Washington, D.C.)—Council Member Barry, Ward 8, in a letter to Mayor Vincent Gary today, indicated that he wants 
additional funding in the FY 12 budget for those who need it the most: the young and the old.
 
“In a $9 billion budget, it doesnʼt make sense to cut programs that really need to be expanded during an economic 
downturn. We must break the cycle of generational unemployment and generational poverty”, Barry said.
 
“I would like to see a quality, summer jobʼs program where young individuals are assigned to do meaningful work at a 
quality job site. This program should be managed with the oversight of Department of Employment Services (DOES). It 
does not make any sense that this program is a proposed to be cut to 10,000 students when the District has a $9 billion 
dollar budget. Therefore, I am proposing a six week summer jobs program with a minimum of 20,000 open positions to 
allow every young individual who wants a job to have one.  These young individuals want and need it, so letʼs put them 
to work. In the original FY2011 budget there was $23 million for the project; I want to add an addition $13 million so 
everyone can get a job. Further, we should mandate that “underperforming students” to be required to go to summer 
school, and be paid while learning.”
 
“Additionally, we also need to increase year round jobs for youth. I propose we add an additional 10,000 jobs at 10 
hours a week. These jobs should also be located at quality job sites where young individuals can learn, and have gain 
meaningful work experience”, Barry said.
 
“I want to state that while I am very opposed to any agencies being cut, I certainly do not want the Office on Aging to be 
touched. During the Committeeʼs oversight hearing there was countless testimony from public and government 
witnesses that suggested the existence of current staffing and programmatic issues due to the lack of funding. This is 
why I am urging the Mayor to add additional funding to these agencies that have suffered the brunt of bad decisions by 
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the past Administration.”
 
“I am also strongly urging the Mayor not to cut any additional funding, but triple the funding to the agencies that are 
under the Committee on Aging and Community Affairs. These agencies include:, Office of Latino Affairs, Office of Asian 
and Pacific Islanders Affairs, Office of Veteran Affairs, Office of Human Rights, Office of Community Affairs (including 
additional agencies under OCA). Under the Fenty Administration, these small agencies had their budget slashed and 
were vehemently neglected, Further, I want to quadruple the budget of the Office of Ex-Offender Affairs, double the 
budget for the Office of Advisory Neighborhood Commissions, and add an additional $12 million for the Office on Aging. 
I want to state that while I am very opposed to any agencies being cut, I certainly do not want the Office on Aging to be 
touched” Barry said.
 

MORE
 
“As you know, poverty is the most pervasive in Ward 7 and 8. In Ward 8 there is a 35 percent unemployment rate. Ward 
7 has unemployment rate is at 19 percent. We must begin to break the cycle of generational unemployment and poverty. 
I often hear the business community complaining about not having trained workers, but some of their arguments are not 
true. We must add major increases in money for GED training, adult literacy, and career development. Currently, Ward 
8 has over a forty percent illiteracy rate. Therefore, I am proposing that we add an additional $50 million dollars to the 
DOES budget, and $20 million to the State Superintendentʼs office for Adult literacy. “
 
“Right down the line, the University of the District of Columbiaʼs operating budget needs to be greatly increased to 
support the Universityʼs Allied Health Nurse Training Program and future training. It is tragic that we have so many 
unemployed District nurses and local jobs are going to nurses from abroad. “
 
“I ʻm not exactly sure what the University is requesting in terms of capital project, but we need the University of the 
District of Columbia (UDC) at P.R. Harris. At least $16 million should go toward major repairs of the University not only 
to modernize but, to relieve safety concerns. “
 
“Additionally, recreation centers need to be added to Ward 8; it has the most children and the fewest full service 
recreation centers; most of our recreation centers do not even have gymnasiums. There are no recreation centers at all 
in West Congress Heights, the Buena Vista Area, parts of Washington Highlands, and Fairlawn. I want the Department 
of Parks and Recreation to do a full study to determine the recreational needs of Ward 8. However, as a start, I am 
requesting capital money for recreation centers in Douglass and somewhere near the Friendship Elementary area. I am 
also requesting $8 million for Congress Heights, Woodlawn Terrace, and Fairlawn. These are just mere estimates for a 
desperate need.”
 
“In 2001, Mayor Anthony Williams promised Ward 8 resident there would be a full service aquatic center at Mississippi 
and Wheeler Road at the old DHS site. Currently, there is only one indoor swimming pool in Ward 8 at Ferebee-Hope 
Aquatic Center. The estimate cost for Tacoma Parks Aquatic Center was around $30 million and we want the same for 
this site. Further, Barry Farms Recreation is being rebuilt from the $15 million coming from the Housing Trust Fund. In 
addition to this modernization the community would like to see an indoor swimming pool at a cost of an additional $5 
million that should come from the capital budget.”
 
“The Gray Administration has already indicated to me that Ballou High School would receive $60 million and I support 
that. I am also requesting additional funding in the amount of $8 million for the modernization of Turner Elementary. 
There has already been an agreement by OPEFM in 2012 to add a gymnasium at the cost of $12 million. In the 
proposed FY2012 capital budget there is already $5.2 million for Green Elementary, which is no longer necessary, and 
another $3 million for contingency. That gives an additional $8 million to help fund this project. “
 
“Since Mayor Gray campaigned to close disparities east of the river, and to make job training, next to education, a 
priority for the City, I am confident that that he will find ways to include these additions in the budget.”
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Twitter: @ComishANC8E01
Preventing terrorism is everybodyʼs business.
If you SEE something, SAY something.
Call the Metropolitan Police Department at (202) 727-9099 or email at SAR@DC.GOV to report suspicious activity or behavior that has already occurred.
Call 911 to report in-progress threats or emergencies.
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